ANDREW  MARVELL.

265

And ye, the breathing roses of the wood,
Fair silver buskin'd nymphs as great and good,,
I know this quest of yours, and free intent,
Was all in honour and devotion meant
To the great mistress of yon princely shrine,
Whom, with low reverence, I adore as mine,
And with all helpful service will comply
To further this night's glad solemnity ;
And lead ye, where ye may more near behold
What shallow searching Fame hath left untold ;
Which T full oft, amidst these shades alone,
Have sat to wonder at, and gaze upon :
For know, by lot from Jove I am the power
Of this fab." wood, and live in oaken bower,
To nurse the saplings tall, and curl the grove
With ringlets quaint, and wanton windings wove.
And all my plants I save from nightly ill
Of noisome winds, and blasting vapours chill:
And from the boughs brush oft' the evil dew,
And heal the harms of thwarting thunder blue,
Or what the cross dire-looking planet smites,
Or hurtful worm with canker'd venom bites.

When Evening grey doth rise, I fetch my round
Over the mount, and all this hallow'd ground,
And eai'ly, ere the odorous breath of Morn
Awakes the slumb'ring leaves, or tassel'd horn
Shakes the high thicket, haste I all about,
Number my ranks, and visit ev'ry sprout
With puissant words, and murmurs made to

bless:

But else in deep of night, when drowsiness
Hath lock'd up mortal sense, then listen I
To the celestial Sirens' harmony,
That sit upon the nine infolded spheres,
And sing to those that hold the vital shears,
And turn the adamantine spindle round,
On which the fate of gods and men is wound.
Such sweet compulsion doth in music lie.
To lull the daughters of Necessity,
And keep unsteady Nature to her law,
And the low world in measured motion draw
After the hcav'nly tune, which none can hear
Of human mould with gross unpurged car.

ANDREW    MARVELL.

[Bom, 1U20.   Died, 107ft.]

A SETTEE edition of Marvell's works than any
that has been given, is due to his literary and pa-
triotic character. He was the champion oi'Milton's
living reputation, and the victorious supporter
of free principles against Bishop Parker, when
that venal apostate to bigotry promulgated, in his
Ecclesiastical Polity, " that it was more neces-
sary to set a severe government over men's con-
sciences and religious persuasions, than over their
vices and immoralities." The humour and elo-
quence of Marvell's prose tracts wore admired
and probably imitated by Swift*. In playful ex-
uberance of figure ho sometimes resembles Burke.
For consistency qf principles, it is not so easy to
find his parallel. ' His few poetical pieces betray
some adherence to tlie school of conceit, but there
is much in it that conies from the heart warm,
pure, and affectionate.

He was a native of Hull. At the age of fifteen
he was seduced from Cambridge by the proselyt-
ising Jesuits, but was brought back from London
by his father, returned to the university, and
I continued for ever after an enemy to superstition
and intrigue. In 1640 his father, who was a
clergyman of Hull, embarked on the Humbcr in
company with a youthful pair whom he was to
marry at Barrow, in Lincolnshire. Though the
weather was calm when they entered the boat,
the old gentleman expressed a whimsical present!-

[* Wo still road Marvell's answer to Parker with plea-
sure, though the book it answers 1)0 sunk long ago.
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ment of danger, by throwing his cane ashore, and
crying out, " Ho for heaven |- 1" A storm came
on, and the whole company perished.

In consequence of this catastrophe the gentle-
man whose daughter was to have been married,
adopted young Marvell as his son, conceiving his
father to have sacrificed his life in performing an
act of friendship. Marvell' 8 education was thus
enlarged : he travelled for his improvement, over
a considerable part of Europe, and was for some
time at Constantinople as secretary to the Eng-
lish embassy at that court. Of his residence and
employments for several years there is no account,
till in 1653 ho was engaged by the Protector to
superintend the education of a Mr. Button, at
Eton ; and for a year and a half before Milton's
death, he was assistant to Milton in the office of
Latin Secretary to tho Protector. He sat in the
Parliament of 1G60 as one of the representatives
of the city of Hull, and was re-elected as long as
he lived. At the beginning of the reign, indeed,
we find him absent for two years in Germany and
Holland, and on his return, having sought leave
from his constituents, he accompanied Lord Car-
lisle as ambassador's secretary to the Northern
Courts ; but from the year 10" C5 till his death,
his attendance in the House of Commons was un-

f Tho story is told differently in the
Britannica ; "but the circumstance rehitod there, of a
beautiful boy appearing to tho mother of the drowned
lady, and disappearing with tho mystery of a bupevnsii-
tiiral being, gives an air of incredibility to tho other
account.